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I. IlimOOTCTXQlT

Whether true or not, it is a widely held belief thfct high
school drop-ovits ar© the •hard-core* trouble^saaksrs in toxin a
Instead of" going bad-; to their home islands, they tend to stay in
tha £i;3trlot center and cause all Icincls of trouble* TThen asUed
uhi;t they isoant by this, tiany people used the teru "Juvenile
•yfiiicue^cy8 and nentionad cLrtmlcanesSj fightixsg^ stealing^
f^:c:acvinc< property, disregarding authority, and alsbshevincj in
ths coi'.iLUinifcy« One person saicl in an interviat?s

"I firmly believe that nost paoplo who cawss trouble
in to-.-m are school drop-outs. To be spscific, high
school ^-Irop-outs comprise a large nuial5©r of thes©
people6 These aiaera!xle people resort to juvenile
things because they find nothing ',/orthuhile and
intorecting to occupy themselves trith. They do tlies©
1'hinrra to attract attention and thus be raeognized
by the people in the conz-iunity in vihich they live iru
frustration and be>r©don have cora;;alled these peopl©
to do foolish thiu.f:s* They have lost eonficlencc-
in thenaelves anC thin!: that they ar@ 'failures'*88

"V'!m though some of tls® peopl© fre intarviet^sd e:tpressfi«S
jvxii-^ive corj.'.ants on thes® orop^outs, most of thorn readily
rrrrrarjd J.:aat. eonefching XT as x?rono with th.® high school drop»^oute0

Tho eo;,To.«m viei; of the high school tSrop-outs and th-a social
-Ci^f i^u : ties is© f^e<a& sould be put lilc® tbiss

lljhe --.-roblensj of th@ 'high school drop-outs tb©use3.'/i»e
orig:.r'';.tc;cl rroa the confusiofi and difficulty In
flnd:-:Mg s role in a rapidly eliaagiii^ sc?eisty» Tft©



;,;/ v.cal o.rop-GUt in ÎjLeronesia today# especially
•ir̂ e l*i 3r*;/foar the district centers where
••./virKj-̂ i aro ŝ nidi]/ taking place; ia sstraagaa
:>:,roK"'tr:'.e traditional way of life, valuing tha
sp-y.-̂ aling aspects of other cultures more than his
'xm, .but Ill-euippsd to assuzas a position in th©
i-nerg.ing pattern" of the society* "ttestarss editcatioa
•-;.af? raveaie-5 to hist a fleeting gllraps® of a li£&«
•ctyl© whesre acm^ is the !cey te a better standard
•̂ f".living, Yet / because h© lacks the education
•iscessary for qualifications to most salsi-ieel jobŝ ,
•:-.<?? finds hiasaif alienated from both the traditional
culture and this net-/ Iif8-styie9 He is In no
Position to establish, a feasible Il£@<»&tyle ia tha
:.̂ Qe of a rapidly changing society; 'he finds himself
s raisfit. Frustration and boredom, thsin, apen th©
t;ay to sJuvenile Deliqttency1.,

3\;%h is th-a th©oify, neatly urapp©d and labeled 3DROP^QOTSsf<
In this research paper, our prinriry objective was to tast

chis theory fchat clrop-otsts are a group of frustrated and foora«5
misfits t-.;lio loiter around in the district center raising hell
•;;.iicl naklng life miserable for decent foll̂ ie In testing this
t'h-aory., its decided that th® b&st approaefe for doing a eompre«»
l:,*nsive study of the drop-outs was to Investigate closely the
individual life»patt@rn of aaeh of tha drop-o^ts* Ws bagan b̂
sfetaining a list"of Trulc High School drop-oufcs *« a record of
students ?'ho wsre either dismissed or chosd to leave a*id did net
irstitrru ffa covered only thos® who left school during the .sefeooi,
'yz&£, not thcs« wh-̂  laft school during the s«iSt3©s>0a Th© rajiga
of our survey is Halted to ©aly Trtak E&gh School, covering a
p-arioa of four and half school years -« frora Septenbar 1970 to
February I^75« It should be &ot@d that Truk Kigto School gliangM
i'sfem a fô ir-year high school to a two-year senior high school
curing this four-and-a-half year periods We were sJsle to list
jj tot-̂ xl of 144 drop-outs, 33 of whom laft school in the first
i^ns-ster of the 1974-1975 school year, £h@se 33 drop-outs war©
r-3t ireluds,:. ir. our intensive survey beeatise v;a fear it is to©
i-sarly y®« to nfJce a conclusive study of their life-patterns'as
•̂•jH school drop«o«ts» They hava just recently left schoole ac»
:;;'•?•?:•-.:-i:y3.«; is rtexther typical nor established enough for us to
^̂ -.•.rs-'ft the emerging patterns we limped to find irs stsdyiag til.®
•:i• --o•:,-.'<>-i.i;.tse By analysing the renaining US. drop-o«ts, hov/evsr^
«•.--! cnxt nal:̂  sc3m« reagonsibly accurate predictions regardinr the
••'r.vurc:: f̂ ;;hese 33 recent «2rop«©i:tsa

i;::.cn we '//ere conpiling m list of drop-outs from 7rt?.k High
'"v'-^ol =;'S5ori!s? vm-^Iso Gonduct®d a s@ri©s of i.ata*rv/is*ws ifltls
; • • ; • ' . - • "..•in^-..?rincip.^ls Dsari of students. Counselor arsd the Student
'"^:-:':,'' President a.s to what this isaior eam,s«s for stwdiaats dr©jj5pi^g
•v^ ••* ^•••5-'":s —^-, n.is^i^iinaarv' protols^s, Cffioa^ly ilrinlcJjig" •&&&



typical cSrop-oufc in Â esfonesia today# especially
those in or" ̂fear the district eeftters where
•changes are rapidly talcing place; is estranged
froBi the. traditional w&y of life, valuing the
appealing aspects of other cultures nor© than his
ovm, ijut Ill-euippad to assume a position in the
energing pattern of the society, Westom ©d?scati©s»
Jhas revealed to hist a fleeting gltopss ©f a life-
style where soney is th© key to a fetter standard
of "living. Yet, because h® laelcs tine education
accessary for qualifications to mo®t salaried job&$
JJQ finds himself alienated from both the traditional
culture and this net-/ life-style,, He is In no
position to establish a feasible life-style in th©
face of a rapidly changing society; h® fines hioself
a misfits Frustration and boredom^ then, ©pea th©
way to 8 Juvenile Deliqueney1.

is the theory5 neatly urapoed and labeled a DilOP-OUTS8 $

In this research paper, our princry objective was to test
t;hia theory that drop-outs are a group ©f frustrated aacl fesrad
misfits who loiter around in the district center raising hell
ar«d naking life miserable for decent folks® In testing this
theory, w@ decided that the best approach for doing a aompr@*»
hensive study of th© drop-outs was to investigata cloa@ly th©
individual life-pattarn of each of the drop-outs• W© began by
obtaining a list of Truk High School dr©p»=oi2ts «-» a record of
studs fits who x-;sare either dismissed ©r choso to leav© and did not
returru W« covered only thosa who laffe school during tha sehool
yssr, not those wha left school during the s?isSiS©rs* Th® raug®
©f our survey .is limited to only Tnak High School, covering a
psriod of four and half school years — fron Ssptenber 1970 to
Fsbrtisary 1975. It should be noted that Trulc High School ©haagM
frsra a foiiar-yesr high sehool to a two-year senior high school
during this four-and-a-half year period, fie wore able to list
a total of 144 drop-outs, 33 of whom left school in the first
senester of the 1974-1975 school year* Th©s© 33 drop-outs war®
BOt included in ensr intensive survey because w® fear it is toe
early yet to oalte a conclusive study of their life-patterns as
high school drop-outs» They havo just recently left school^ s©
life-style is neither typical nor established enough for us 'to
observe the emerging patterns we hoped to find in stadyiisg tlia
drop-crits* By analysing the regaining 115, drop-outs, howev&je1,
we can naJ;s sons rea:5on&bly accurate prediction's regarding the
future of these 33 recent drop-outs,,

?;hcn wa were compiling a list of drop-outs from Trtik High
School records, i*©'also eond-act@d a s-aries of irâ esrvi®v°s witii
the Vii^e-Principr-l, D-san of .Stuidents, Counselor and the Student
B&'iy President .is to what ths major &&&&&& £or st«.d®ata c!r©pp.ii*§
<a>ut o* «̂ -uc-a.T »s.«.̂ ^ niscir-Jinas-y problasjs, CjBos'tly drinlciug 'arad



fighting) emerged as the major problem for males3 while pr@«|«
nancy ano. narrlag© stood out as the motive for ssoet -females
quitting school for 'personal reasons'*

After obtaining the list of Trtilt l-righ School drop-cmta, r*?©
got down -their Raraes and began the long process of tracing £h©ss»
In tha United tina of our research project, wa wsr@ able t©
cover 109 drop-outs out of lil«, Through another s«3?i<afi of ,ta«
terviaws *-/.itI\ teachers, frisiicls, relatives, prominent neobera elf
the cosTKunity, and sons cirop-outs thanselves, t?a wera sJsle to
find t'he v?here-abouts of tlie 109 drop-ottfcs; vrhether they ha«g
arouRc. on iloenf go bade to their home Islands, or go baclt into
some kiiJ^rS of educational prograns. Through thase interviews,
questionnaires, and visits to the Police Station, ridy.lt S<2ueii»
tion Office, Social Security Office, Personnel Office, and Ed-
ucation Off ice 9 we were abl^ to probe deeply into the lif@»aeti«-
vitiea of these 109 drop-outs and find tlvs e.^act aniaber of those
who are: 1) full tints wage employees 2} marginal enployeas
3) In school abroad 4) wording on the land 5) ssarri^d 6) tm«
occupied 7} jailed at least o&ee*

In this research paper8 vr@ earae upon a lot of interesting
coRclusloRs v/hieh you t-?ill find as you read alo&g» Pie may have
b-sen unable to report ail our findings and ail that wa plan to
finc',f bacause our iiieiaories Jail us and we are imperfect reeorci-
@r««i For these' shortconings-, we ars sorry«, ffs liope t-ie can offes^
if yiothinc; clss, at Itjast a glimpse of v;hst a typical high school
dropout is cmd uhat .h'© ciosgs p?sr society a&y .o.a^e been too
harsh in its judgment OR high .school drop»onts»



II» EXTEHT OF ^HB DilOP-OUf PRODtSl!

TABLE I

Nunber o« drop<»Qut;a in percentage afsd
total enrollment £1-00 1970 - 1975*

YEAR TOTAL SHiiOLLiZIET TOTJO. DJiOP«OUTS PEliC3HT&8B
B*=r-tus-Ifc«* i i "ulii i»nr ><i • iiBiiinii fci inin in •—rirji.mi. n r i imi i j i namrnmir^ir*"-*>T«««»*»"M*»»H«I« •••••ni^migfnjg-rmnac r»nrt';Lmi«uTMrSgaaaimJair^i'Sia

1970-1971 565 29 5.1^5

1971-1972 608 41 6.7*

1912-1973 621 19* 3e,l<£

1973^1974 577 22** 3»®%

1974-1975 742 33 4.42

Ilote: -•" Dat?. for the school year 1S72-1973 does not record tlia
nanss of drop-owts from "J'sbruary to ilarcho

'"•••'• Data for the school year 1373-1974 rlo®s not record the
iicu::-?-s of drop-oute from March to Hay«

Fi;j'isre i» Graph showing pereantage of drop-outs®
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Before va uove on to tli<3 heart of this paperf let us ta3sn
a look at the extent of the drop-out problem itself* '/oti will
notice that in the two consecutive years IS-?0«?.l and 1971«-'?28
a relatively large nunber of Truic High School students dropped
silt of f*eh©ol (se© Tabls I)« The sjain reason for this big in-
crease was discipline, as mentioned by one ef t&& staff saaM>=
ers we interviewed,, Drinking and fighting were the two most
sonnon causes of discipline problens*

according to ooae of the persons ue interviewed, the students
resorted to drin:tine; for various reasons. One of theta was tfea
idea that the'/ '/er-a'natv.re ^eo^le an<2 are no longer children. To
prove themselves^ they ciriak to show that they are big shots*
others dranlt to ehow other students how tough they were* Still
others drank in ordsr to gain eourags to approach girls* This
practice of drinking a little alcohol before approaching girls
Is coiinon anong high, school students,, It is a coraaon balief
that if one does not have a little in hi» while approaching, h@
is very proud and considers girls as low people,

lighting wss arr-othor m&5o2r causa of th© disciplins preblems
resulting in students being ŝ pslled -from school. Although son®
of the fightings ̂ ers eausad by <3run!ceness, most of tli®sa wera
stimulated by rivalry bsti-reen islands, according to the Truls
High School Counselor• This was «3ua to. tlie poor relationship es-
pecially betvisen the lagoon Trukese and the ilortiocfogssu Fight-
lag and drinking resulted in the big increase of percentags &§.
ths crop-outs in these two consecutive yesxs (e«sa Figure i.)«

AlthouQ'h a large number of students had dropped out of
school in the preceding years8 in 1972«1973 thera was a big d®«
crease (see Table I,)r Th@ main reason for thi® was fell© ghangs
nade by Truli Kigb School administration on its drinkisvg policy*
A inenber of the 1ruk High staff explained the change la policy:
If a 3t»3de»,t is .«aught drinking on campus or drunk, he will Is©
given a second trance. If ha is drinking ô tsicl© tb.& esiapus,
the adninistrati^n v/ill not take any action because h© ig" out, of
Its jurisdiction* Another reason, for the decline of the parc?ai?>t--
aga of drop-outs ",ras due to sturl<antsc conpatition with each aM^r«
After ••jrac-.uatioji a any* students saw their frisads leaving to
attend schools abroad, and .so ra&ny started to use their* energy t̂
v/orl: tovyard the::?.- ultimata college ©Cucation gaale Tkas, iftstaa-S
of cai.-i'sip.g trouble arid giving little attention to schooling,, ia©s«
of tUsi-s started :.o concentrate e-r. their studies iei aatieipatiop
of gra.'uation. Scsidas th« various reasons gi?/sr?. a'sove, it sMmbS.
:oe not?icl that tJ-o nursbar of drop-outs xor 1972-1973 aant',ioE«fed IB
this paper is art complet® Cs@e"not-s on Table A., K,

The drop-»r-4t lev«l r©maii«a<S sitemdf fô  awhile, bnst tten tfê .̂
ceae a little .-.ncrease again ia the perceRtags of drop-O'sits I sat©
Figure I3). T.\e increase case aĴ ô st vih-*n tli© sfac'snts ĥ ss'd a
cursor that Txu;: Kirh Schoal had ae mox-*s funds to help stud«mt,s



continue their education, This resulted in laziness and ear&«
les.snes:-:, because there was very little efesnc® for thasa t«s
further their education abroad — marsf felt they had already
lost thoir anticipated goal*

Although there were other reasons Csuch as aeadamicf ©see-as-*-
siva absences, etc.) for students oropping Q<ut of school, dis-
cipline sue?, pregnancy/aarriage emerged as the tv/o uain motives
for students leaving school* According to owr information ©n
the 109 4ror>~0uts, 20 of then were fesaaies and 89 of fcfaeja were
males* Of the 20 females,, 14 of them left school because of
pregnancy/marriage problem. O£ the 89 males, 6? ©£ them w@ra
dismissed because of discipline ©ntajaglements„ The rest ef tlia
stud-ants dropped out of school for other reasons*

As you «an si©&<, the drop-out problem is gzwingj not rapid**
ly, but it is growing Cse«s Figure I)« The rest of this paper is*
not an *ttsrapt to find reasonable solutions to solv@ the problsâ
but it, is an attempt to show what possible effects drop«oi!ts may
have ou the co:afflunity9

III. DROP«OUTSs THSY GO ASO THSY DO

la the tv;o fable® on th© followixsg pagsg you will notice a
br-«-ikdovm of the totr.l num.ber of drop-ousts uBder various cat®-
goy.-ies; those who remained on Moeiij those who returned to their
hoiae islands^ and thosa v/ho restimed thair education, either by
gcing abroad or by somehow making their way baek to fruk High
School regain. f^hs last Table (Tabl® III) is a, much more d@~
t.-.ilecl breakclovm of the activities and occupations of tha yo'iag
son ancl v;oDen '/ho have left school*



TABLE II

A breakdown of those who either remained on i-Io^u, or
returned to their "notes islands, or went to school abroad,

•fS;^ HOZH HOi.03 ISLIJ.7DS IK SCHOOL ABROAD TOTM,
,.' jEr^-umTci" u-ia».*i..rtii^ •m«MW-"-rirr^«^irarifT--rt-nrr»ianJ'~iirr n •fc'anKat»» raira«'»M>iMasaaMa«MMr.i»««HC» suww^wtawwro

1970-1571 10 14 3 2'J

1971-1972 14 22 5 41

1972-1973 8 9 2 1 9

1973-1974 11 11 0 22
GT'W*sf»B8* *«fe»aP*G«S Ot4»*a* «e»W»«ttSH«C

43 56 10 109

TABLE III

A breakdown of the activities and
occupations ©f drop-owts.

UOEK ^̂ ŜSIsSS.

Fall time t-?age eraploysd Pull time wage emolcyed Voca Training
12 2 6

Ma,'?giar»iiy effiplsyesl Marginally employed College
5 " 5 2

Ho'asetf ives Working on land High school
14 38 2

Baclt 1:̂  school Back In school
7 0

Unoec'u-jled Unoccupi .ed
4 ~ 11

It has becosie a conraon assumption that high sctvsol drop=-
oyts floc'ls to the'tovm, the head-»quaters o:S 'boos©8 asid all sa«
lat;ad excitene:atsff and just hang aronmcl uiioecwpis-d isastesd ©f ra»
turning to their home islands or finding something worth'Sfhile tc>
dos Many also assume that vv»hile tras elrop-outs hang around ia
Mo«a? -&nd bgrcaose tlisy are •anoccapied,, thay inevitably get iavol«
v«eci ia ralsdansfeanars irhich gradually git.^e t?ay to raora serious



erirass until finally begor© they realize It, they fere la &&e
et£latoo^se0 Becai.ise boys are acre ®r>er<3«tie and aisehievistui
tlr-oi girls -jsuslly are^ -this pattern of behatria^ ie tagged y.'A
the sasda drop-oucsc

It is because of such theoriese eoamss belisfs and ma^y
ether assumptions, all so neatly vnrRppad and labeled ' KW?P»OOTS *
that we- det^nuiBecl a comprehensive study on tlies® who 1-sft feigfci
school„ This is an analysis to determine the -truth, the fallsey
and tiie exaggerations in the notion people hav© regarding hicjfc,
school dro-o-o'Jts5 The haart of t'ais research project, then, is
in tblr -isrt of the paper because it is bsssre that all cur find-
iar;u piAd"«o^elusions £\r® reported. In Tafc-les 12 and IIIS ous?
fiivcllnc:s sorvsd as the foundation, for categorizing drop-outs !&•»
to three lie actings, accoroling t,o tha'whsraaboiits ajaci aeti'viti©s

|oar Gce..xroatitms o x t - A ) Those "on Hoent B) Those who returns^ fco
tlveir home islands,, C5 Those in schocl al^road, A fourth ax^d
separate category ijs an analysis of those high sshODl drop-»owts
v?ho have beou in jail at Isast oneeffi

A3 Thoaa who remained on !40enĵammaCTB^^oi-'̂ mjrt t^~*^^.^fi^-MXae=*<rr^a>-~r&^^^xaKnit1>ait*»i Nu^wtWrnM

According to tss© common l>elief p saoat people wonifi H
Irirge percentage of tlia 109 firop-oistS we siasrveyed to remain^on
Moen0 Many would assume that tfees© people would be tmocctsplsd
mfc?.ni.r.C) they just f iiaplf •SriSt arom^d doing nothing*

I-rora the data gathered in cKir st\ady, w® find tliat ealy 43
out of the 109 drop-cuts reiaaisi on Ilaea* Out of the 43 „ 12
full tiao viage earners «• wor«:ing 8 ho^rs a day^ 5 days a %f@«1t«
Hext cosaea the nargiaal ©mployeas, a totmi of 6 inclividuals*
These people ara not full tltao wag® earnors, but wording part>*
tirae for neney, Exasar)I@s ©f these typ©s of ©ceupation ^©uM lm
such work as t&sci-arivirig aitf. yard cleaning* 14 ©%it of th® 43
people residing on .Uoen hsv© a slir-htly difforsnt occupation «
hotssevjivesn, Hone of'these 14 saarri®cl girl® is either- a €111.1̂ 4̂®^
or raai-cjiacl en-jloyee^ obvi-o^sly because fanilf respon^ibllitias
tie tlusm cL&vni, -tfet of these 43 clrop--©uts 1? ? ara curir©Bf,A,^ an*
roj.led in school, either in Mult sSfcseation or back IE Tjn$s
Schoola By t-;hat aesuss &oia© of t-bas© c.rop-'OUts 'djpopp«d ill*1 -SffalJi
renains unclear» L«i3t ia oiar grouping of th« deop«<i«ts wit® ,?*«
Jtsciln'Sc"; OR Iiaan. are the "'^siscc.cupiad'* trtiOj, s^rpslsingly ei*onghs
aricwnfced tc only 4 p-aoplo.

Prcta -'Lae. evic-enc® laid ]?;ar© befor© \5?3f we c?m safssiy a©n»
ciuce that ths concept of trj& general public soac«rai?ig tiigh
school <5.rcp-owts ic.ay hav© bsen tc-o h«irsh« fh« assuaptloa i^tat
hirjh o^hool dsrcp-o^fcs iMts2- arottnd tiOtm n2S.toccupi®d is a mi.B^
conception,. For one thing,, only a minority o£ th© drop-msta x^-»
ar.iri «-;7i iMoea, v,;Mle only i o',i« c£ the 43 a>?«s *maccia^l3sdc VJm
sp-ail ^erocntage of fully ©iBploy®<3 -dffop-oufee is fS3ep^^t©d.> MMr



all most jobs ara open to those most qualified, an£, high school
drop-outs are admittedly, not the most qualified individuals fese
high paying jobs.

E „ Tho .«•: §j[£̂ _2"̂ -ll;IB̂ c1̂ 2̂ t̂ §A:LJ3SBS, ,ig.iĵ ds
C'.'ivtrrrry to x-rhat rar.nv ^eopie nay aspect, more theis half or

apc.i:o^Ir:.-itely 5j...,o/i cut of the" total 109 drop-outs,, returned to
tiv'j.-'.v hone is 1 amis instead Of hanging around the district ceater»
(s,v<: .,:~Mo III) And ?.gainf tho majority of these 56 who returned,
to t l 'u- ' j r hone iclefts do not. r<-'.i,i.in unoccupied, Frora what wa
fntrt:-^ ir'. our rer-^-Tfth, only a bandful* Cll drcp-cnits) -are now is®««
occup !.".••"' - ne;i-Mvu- employed for wages, nor marginally employed,
nor wo:-'-"iiKj on t.u^ land.

o-.it of tha uot-^.i 56 drop-o'its,. only two were abla to fiad
full tine jobso Those -fewo individuals are working as full tine
sdevaentary school teawiars on their home islands. Out cf the 56
drop-outs who returnee to their hcn\e islandss only 5 are isargiual
employees. 0«r defirltlon for marginal eiaployraent here is
slightly different fiom what we raeanb by marginal employment
we vrere discussing tht drop-outs who remained in the district
center. Instead of taxi-ctrivers and yard-cleaners, the nsopl© ^®
refar to here as narcrae.l employees are snail ratal! store-keep-
©rs anc". proprietors,

A large number of the 6,rop-outs in this classification
(hone islands) - 38 people isi all - we categoric© as »l-Torking ©a
lands*. Ue cannot tr-ochfully say that these people are unoccu-
pie-5 because taey spei.4 much of their tine making eopors, farming,
>3r £ is a ing. Who s,r@ we to 337 that full time aaployaient or even
raarginal enpioyment i;.s better than producing copras farming^ or
fishing?

Iicre or. t'is drop-o'ats in t&is 'home ial&sts1 gaKSUpI-'S'a attes^i
log school or invol/ed in any ,;:ind o£ eduoatioaai :->rogxmas0 This
is very understandable indeed,, If any of those peoples wished t®
go on to schoo.l, they v/ould have remained on Moen where such
opportunities a'x:isi; in prograns ;3i.ich as the Adult ISducation.

In tlie "hone islands* group,, it is not unexpected that feh©
^arcenta^e of entplc^ent is qui-ie; low, compared to -the drop™6«ts
in 1-J.oen., Job opportunities are rAro In the oritlyiny islrasdSa

Although the i'j.;>J^er of the 3vmoecisplada ia sigaificaat. Cllt
r>r ;?0^ of those t/hc returned to their borne isl.;ands), it doc-s not
support the etfDsnor>l»r held balief that high school clr-op-outa' J*ast
'drift around3, Li"e in ths otter islands is nore carefree^ so
it :-?oulrl not cone -'s a av.rprisei to i>ee some of tac c'Lro.>-.ou ts
taking ,\t easy ancl e t joying liifs v.ncter tho supervision" of their
coDxranii;y«



C» These In school abroad
.*wo*wa3*;»aMill̂ Wfc#*WiM««n)«flOr*W*^^

The tlicjory has it that hr.rh school drô ô t* are a group sf
frviatracftd individuals v;ho tisvo labeled theraselvas 'failures6
when they cone to realise too late the importance- of forwal ©d=»
uea.tio?.--s

What we I*, ve found out does not exactly support this teali^f*
10 of tne drop-outs have successfully made their way basis to
school o.n-f. r.r« rxr-asently abroad furtharin<j their -education, 2
of these dro;>-otits are now in eollt^i, 6 are in %roeatloRal trail-
ing school a/ and 2 are in high school,, (see Tafol© IXX) From the
lapresf;io.« of the people v/s intesrvi©t-;©clf these drop-ox;ts are baek
in school and doing very well, and the *prospect8 of their drops-
A sic; out: ef sc-hool agaicg is very alia*

IV, ARSESTEBS

In the light of the cosaison belief that high school drop—ou^d
are the potential troubl'3«-rr»akers in tovm^ the major concentration
in tliis part of our re-seared paper is on those few high school
drop~otrc£ *..?ho iisve gottsa into trouble with t'te lsw? wsre arrest,-
eel and put Into jail. Out of the 109 we covered, only 11 of them
were ever jailed. This pieee of information by itself is inc©n»
elusive f taltinr; into consider at ion the possibility that other
high sciiool drop-outs a ay cause trouble" and saanage to get away
with it v/ithout being arrested.

Confidentiality prevented tic from learning the nature ©f th©
crimes con^Hrced by the 11 drop-outs v?ho vjo.re in. the calaJboosQg
so r,;jain \jz cannot readily juckje i;.hetlier or -not they v?e.ra 'h«rd
core* trorr.-i« :..u!;»'?r.-f;«. *.7o:ver^c c by anc.lyzj.ng the pattern of life
tlvjy l-?c" acter r.hay ui-re ^fcloassd frorc prison, w@ can tell with
so^r-- cV::-:i-c-j;- oi" rvccv.racy if ":hoy vroiro really the hind of troiihi®^
ma];.cro i li-it r.spiny people bal.le<rs hj.gh school drop--outs are* The
T^ble or; tho fci.Ioi7ing pafjfe is a brea1"doxm of the typa ©f life
the II -::rop~cuts led after thsy rot out of prisoH-*



VA3LB IV

& breakdown of the kind of occupations
of arrestaes after they i©ft prison*

OCCUPATION MOEH ISLANDS ISI SCR30L Ag$D«
tof'j«3i=»irJe«aw*»ij'ij.Mij.:-™t»as» 9»** ;̂raew**BB nrg-jBWTfinnfiaTrr^jrnrT ira».r rrjjdwr"^ *** «BitfaJjaap«CT6*ga6W .̂v AUj^agaOTway -JJTO O»

Full time waga earners 2 1

Marginally employed 2

K'orhing on land 1

In school (THS) 1 3

Unoccupied 1

The first thing, you may- hava noticed is thate %*ith tha ®3S«»
cteption. of 1? all fehs ex-prisoners seem -to B© rehabillasted
a;:ter their release from the caial*joose» The aiajority of them
ramaiii in liosa' nost of them managed to either get married
sattle dov/n, work as full time wage esraers, or re-eater 'aigh
scl;ool«. Of a.11 those ».;ho remained, oa Moan, only 1 is unocctipisd*
These -.'ho «jo back to their home islands ars also able to find
SGSK* kind of occupation - ev@n to tti® extent of full tiae «a~
ployment*

What seeras vary interesting, tliough, is that some of thera
even nanac;ec'. to attend school abroad - something which is very
rare ai;\ong oaopls who hav® besii in jjaii one® ©r ts-Ticeft-

Fron -clia factual information alsove, we can say that high
school drop-outs are not potential troxible-malcerse" Occasionally
sons ol theK *rs&gs up with tha laws and sometimes th@y get easgltt
a.iid jailed,, Jin irap^rtant thing to keep in mind is that t&ose
who x/er« jailc>c, saen to have been rehabilitated after th@y wsra
o-iv; o£ prisr?:!., la any caa®,, thea® people ar® not at all th©
5fai lures* ^ili-r.t most people thinl; th^y araffi



It is a faulty,, y©t comaem b®li&£ that high sctiaol d^op^ia-feti
flock 1:-- the town, and unoccupied, they Jaecosa© 8'hard-core,J
trotibl e --IE ak ar s a

Prom s-m:-.t r:e wtsre abSa to fiad out in this studv project,
majori ty of these |>eopla return®^ to their hose islands and in--
3te<:.xt o,- ju.'i-t: 'driftine;' f a any vjer!ced on their lands, or v^i&fls
foeth as full time and/or mar-ginaJL employees.

While a few have gotlsa arreat&d and jailsd,,, high sclio^i
drop-ouis are not potentic-.l troiible«-EiaUers la th© district e«>n«
ter* & van thsse f-m; tiiiC- had been, in prison s '̂sai. te have r.s.li.Rbi'~<
litated after tliey v;er© relctased,

A good n-unher of th©se hi^'h school drop-outs ha^a gciia ©Ui t©
schoolc, Many ar^ in vocational training schools, some in high
school anc. a fax; hat?® gone as far as eolle<i©e

In the Appendix to ©ur pap&sr are two cas« st'acSi^s - siiort
biograohies of te-/o of the droTv-emts surveyed in atudy pro-
jsct. One of them is s. "typical8 'high school drop-out; the typ*
that; iits the people«s concept, and. description of what a high
school drop-out is« Ths c^'her oae is a good irsprssentaticn of
what our concept cf a high school drop-out is» ~T® protect th@si<s
tv.*o pcopia, v;e fin.d it necessany to ch&ng^ ^^ir «.an-as and n,eiaQ3
of places*

WG hc^ja this pa'per will arousa your interest in findiag
al30«t, what heppenff" to high school dre»^«out0r But as y©u can ^®@g
-»•?& cr-nnot afford to give "you uore than what VHS actually h«.v® in
this paper, fosf \;e hax'S studied tbe life-pattern of high sell,©©!
rlroo-or.i'ts in only 01̂ -3 district,, What you can do,, though{i is c@m«
dx,ct vovrr o??n study on hich school drop-outs in YOUS> distxiet*
Ir, this -x&y, v;«i e.il can liavs a wider arid broader knowledge of
t?!5a-t actually happens to high school drop-otits thro'agho^t §fi«ro»
nesii.s today^

C0ggl]l£i^3



&pp@tidix: * Ĵ H£«iL?SS».£SHSl£2.

This is a brief biography of r. high school drop-out from an
owv.lyiag is?, ami in the. Truk'Lagooa* For our purposes, we will
ca^.l^hii-a Jinniy.

Ji.nmf attended grada school on his "homa island until h®
iStvchec. sixth grade when he was hicteed-owt due to soiae discipline
•^•ftbleros. He left bis island to go to an eieaentery school mi
another islands and there completed sebool through eighth grads*
Ha then tool; the entrance examination for Trulc High School and
passed it*

In the fall of 1971 he entered tfrufc High School bet not
lone; after school started he «ras expelled because be fought witJi
one"of t'ie staff members,

Since ha dropped out of Truk High School liQ has been In-
ytilvsd in mar^y problems with the police. During one incident h«s
slashed another boy with a Imife and was jailed for a year and a
'h-.,!£„ J\fter his release he beesiae involvsc in many ^.ghts and

<my other dietxirbane.es. In one caney Jimir/ and his friends ata??»
±j®d a person who VMS pronoxmcsd dear! upon arrival at the hospital*
This tine Jiumy and his friends vmro d^le to evade tho polie©3
but act long aft«r the killing ha and one of his friends were ar-
rested as suspects« Ci'itany %?as svanfaally fo^indl imioceat by tli®
ji'idcjQf but ixis friend was found gv.U.ty of ma.aisisA^gh'ter, Tills
did not end'his I3.v~br>aa>'l£g career r thovj<|!h» Many times after
tb.e Viiliirn, JinmY s.?aa continually taken into custody for -gettimg
•oifcxiV;k aiv;l causing trouble«

Jii/imy's activities do not fall -into any l;ind of pattern or
:-;;i?-7,"lar schadal©,, Tlvs usual tinm fcr a person to see Jisamy aroiMd
rhe to-./r; is ctrir;g th« mid sftfernoon to midnights Jiiaiay usmt-lly
sleeps -.*itl'« cae C--JT hi-3 friends '<;rom. Mo en aad -;-?ovi3.4 get up are^i^cl
9 to 10 i-M vrbs-i t.e starts his search for a i?&y to get son® licm-ef*
i'.icov.rsd 1-anch -cine "ae might run into some: of his friends and t®«
aether taey mighi dccsto twe> or three dollsj/a for thslr drinltSa
;vi^;C« they do not havs any I«D« card for drlKl-iac;, they oft«a
look for an older frigate! who has a driRk.;la,g poml'fe and aa& liiss t*.
tray their dritxhs* After fiRtsMng tueir drinhs they sight either
.split «p or go torjether sfcmaraiRg arcwida town isi search ®B swss
cvviR'cs* IK tfho sa&rch tbay sdrjfvt ercouatar s©«« dlfficaltlas
lii-;e a ran^-in witb. th« police or 'ejvcltenant* „ a.s they tesra it
•-/a«?.i the;/ fight,• s^^ebody,, get bis aonay or stsal his drln;C9
^bowt: 4 ^o S ?*'!.j t-he group will agaj/a donate rfloxiey and bisv tr:5>rKs
"Arlnv.;s5» After tlvsir drinking- party is oy©rf they split up s«*I f«
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their -:-^parato ways. Since Jimisy C.OQS not have a hame on MOer^
ha i:r»\i;..IIy spends the night v?ith a £ri«?,fide

M;',no is a Trukase. He first started at a secondary school
in. the Western islands in the Trulc district, H® is one C'S thosa
who har- gone to many schools because of disciplinary problems h«s
encountered in each"school he has tried. So far, ilino has gone
to threes different high schools.

Li];e sona other stxstisnts, Mino f&eod many social prebl,s;3£&
One evening he dicided to snea!; inside the girls derst to meet feis
girlfriend. Of course, sneaJcing iissicla ths girls* dorm is not
e.;acoura"*;3ci by the school administration, Mino was unfortunate
enough, to be found during this action and, as a roeult^ ha was
ee-nt Xv-cl: to hie home island*

.'>!ino cane baclt to his horae island but was «nabla to re«-en»
ter hio'h school« He v/as not accepted at Truk High School s bufc
later on h-s applied to 140C and v;as adaittcjd, H@ did very well at
HOC{, --erha-f-s bocaus® he was a hard-norkincj individual. Hino
stayed at MOC for tx;o years* Two -lays before his graduatior;s ho»«
ev?;r? î .e o~°- clrunk and because of -this, ha x-?as officially ex;oel-»
leu,, Uhea Kino arrived, on Mosis, his intention was to find a job
and settle do'-m» He applied for uoxrlc la road construction fmt fô
sjoae reason or other, his application, was not filed until the
tsegin^ing of the school year 1974, Until th©n h© dicided to go
bacli to ccljool again„ And so fcfter getting through t'h© long pro**
cess ci". r«>--entering high school,. Mino v?as finally accepted as a
senior e--t Tru!: High School„ At presentf Miao is doing •vary vrellr
lx>tli ac-rdeiaicciily and socially0

l--.z you can, see froa the above sfeory, iSisiessonfron̂ 3, aany
problcRs in school* He v;as forcec". out of scĥ 5>l -texpeXî i) tt"?£o&t
during t-he course of his studyv8 btat Isocause of hits deteitniaatios
li« nay soon be a college fresmnen*

CSSQ Study II
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